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Objectives

 Present an introduction to reference tools 

in the social sciences and humanities

 Introduce some main challenges and 

advantages to using these tools. 



Overview

 Social Sciences:

Indexes, Journals, Books, Web content

 Humanities

Indexes, Journals, Books, Web content



The Social Sciences

 Anthropology & 
Archaeology

 Childhood and Social 
Institutions

 Economics

 First Nations Studies

 Geography

 History

 Kinesiology

 Management & 
Organizational Studies

 Political Science

 Psychology

 Public Administration and 
Local Government

 Regional Studies

 Social Work

 Sociology

 Women's Studies

http://www.lib.uwo.ca/resources/anthropologyarchaeology.shtml
http://www.lib.uwo.ca/resources/anthropologyarchaeology.shtml
http://www.lib.uwo.ca/resources/childhoodandsocialinstitutions.shtml
http://www.lib.uwo.ca/resources/childhoodandsocialinstitutions.shtml
http://www.lib.uwo.ca/resources/economics.shtml
http://www.lib.uwo.ca/resources/firstnationsstudies.shtml
http://www.lib.uwo.ca/resources/geography.shtml
http://www.lib.uwo.ca/resources/history.shtml
http://www.lib.uwo.ca/resources/kinesiology.shtml
http://www.lib.uwo.ca/resources/managementorganizationalstudies.shtml
http://www.lib.uwo.ca/resources/managementorganizationalstudies.shtml
http://www.lib.uwo.ca/resources/politicalscience.shtml
http://www.lib.uwo.ca/resources/psychology.shtml
http://www.lib.uwo.ca/resources/publicadministrationandlocalgovernment.shtml
http://www.lib.uwo.ca/resources/publicadministrationandlocalgovernment.shtml
http://www.lib.uwo.ca/resources/regionalstudies.shtml
http://www.lib.uwo.ca/resources/socialwork.shtml
http://www.lib.uwo.ca/resources/sociology.shtml
http://www.lib.uwo.ca/resources/womensstudies.shtml


Journals and Indexes for the Social 

Sciences

 Current and historic research 

findings

 Citation indexing 

 Online tools offer 

comprehensive search 

functions. (Paper copies good 

for browsing and some older 

materials/ perspectives.)



Web of Science: Social Sciences 

Citation Index (1981-current)

 Searchable author abstracts in social sciences 

from 1700 major journals, plus over 3400 items 

selected from leading natural and physical 

science journals.

 Offers users cited reference searches.

 Print version in Weldon covers 1956-1999. 



Web of Science Tutorial
From: http://scientific.thomson.com/products/wos/







SocIndex 
(1895-current)

 Over 1,300,000 records, subject 
headings from a 15,000 sociology-
specific terms.

 Extensive indexing for books, 
monographs, conference papers, and 
other sources. 

 Searchable cited references 

 Covers anthropology, criminology, 
demography, economic development, 
ethnic & racial studies, gender studies, 
marriage & family, politics, religion, 
rural sociology, social psychology, 
social structure, social work, 
sociological theory, sociology of 
education, substance abuse, urban 
studies, and many others. 



LexisNexis Academic
(1970s onward)

 Daily Updates.

 Full-text documents from 

over 5,600 news, 

business, legal, medical, 

and reference 

publications 



Gender Watch
(1970s onward)

 Includes:

- Content on impact of gender 
across a broad spectrum of 
subject areas

- Academic and scholarly 
journals, magazines, 
newspapers, newsletters, 
regional publications, books, 
booklets and pamphlets, 
conference proceedings, and 
government, n-g-o and special 
reports.



E-STAT
(1665 *census data-

onward)

 Interactive database

 Includes:

- Articles from Canadian 
Social Trends

- Current and historical 
Census data dating back 
to 1665.



“How do I find information on gender and pay 

equity in Canada?”



The Future of Reference Tools



Why Go Electronic?

 Cost

 Space

 Ease of use

 Accessibility



Oxford University Press

1478 – The first book is printed at Oxford University

1884 – First edition of the Oxford English Dictionary is 

published

2000 – OED launched online

*http://www.oup.com/about/history







Awards for Oxford Online

 The Charleston Advisor Readers’ Choice Awards 2004 -

for Best Interface

 2003 SIIA Codie Award

 Internet Magazine’s Site of the Year 2002

 Library Journal – One of the Best References of the Year

 Booklist – Editor’s Choice Best References of the Year

 Choice – Outstanding Academic Works of the Year

http://www.oxfordreference.com/pages/Press_room__reviews



The Gale Group

 Dictionary of Literary 

Biography

 Art and Humanities 

Through the Eras

 Encyclopedia Judaica

 Encyclopedia of 

Philosophy

 Shakespeare’s World and 

Work

 Encyclopedia of World 

Literature

 Feminism in Literature

 History in Dispute

 Poetry Criticism

 Supernatural Fiction 

Writers

 Music Since the 1900’s



Websites



ACLS Humanities E-Book

 Digital collection with 

over 1,700 Full-text 

titles

 Subscription based

 Available at Western



Two types of texts:

1. XML E-Books

 Released 

simultaneously in 

print and on the web

 Subject to peer-

review just like any 

other book

2. Scanned Page-
image Titles:

 500 created every 
year

 “all especially 
valuable, time-tested 
books, regularly 
consulted by scholars 
and advanced 
students.”*

*http://www.humanitiesebook.org /description.html



Intute: Arts and Humanities

 Searchable list of 

informative websites

 Consists mainly of 

AHRC projects

 Other services as well



On February 22 . . .

1810 – Chopin was born (contested date)

1886 – The Times published the first ever personal 

ad

1990 – Surrealist filmmaker Luis Bunuel was born

1987 – Andy Warhol died

2002 – Chuck Jones (animator for Bugs Bunny) 

died



Voice of the Shuttle

 Began in 1994 at the 

University of 

California

 Similar to Intute but 

based in U.S.

 Won Forbes “Best of 

the Web” in 2002 for 

Academic Research



Art and Culture

 Contains original 

short articles

 Includes 

recommended works

 Staffed by Museum 

and Gallery curators



The “Cloud”



Problems with the Web

 Unsigned articles

 Dead links and outdated websites

 Tons of information



Will print resources become obsolete 

eventually?



As a reference librarian you should 

now be able to:

 Evaluate reference tools used in the social 

sciences and humanities. 

 Identify shortfalls and benefits of each.

 Direct a patron to a source that best fits 

their needs (and/or provide them with the 

means of finding such sources 

themselves).



Another Valuable Resource…



Questions, comments, 

or concerns?


