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History in brief:

The Digitization of 

Academic Publishing



1455



1665



20th Century…



1980s



1990s…







The Open Access 

(OA) Debate



Huge revenues drive & restrict

academic publishing

Huge revenues sustain

academic publishing

VS



Open platforms and 

partnerships spur innovation

Profits fund innovation

VSVS



Copyright protects 

scientific integrity

Copyright  limits research 

access and impact

VS



ILL and walk-in agreements 

provide access to resources

Access to resources

is heavily restricted

VS



Librarian as OA 

Educator 



SPARC Open Access Newsletter (Peter Suber )

 http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/newsletter/archive.htm

Open Access Newsblog (Peter Suber )

 http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/fosblog.html

Open Access Now  (BioMed)

 http://www.biomedcentral.com/openaccess/ 

OA Librarian

 http://oalibrarian.blogspot.com/

Stay Informed



Develop an unbiased FAQ

http://library.mcmaster.ca/scholarly-communication/open-access



Include select OA resources in the 

library catalogue and research guides



Where applicable, discuss OA 

resources in instruction sessions and 

reference transactions



Librarian as OA 

Advocate 



Library Journal’s 2009 Mover and Shaker:

Dorothea Salo
Digital Repository Librarian, UW-Madison Library

Salo sees the profession as “disastrously timid about 

supporting experimentation and the business 

models we think preferable, speaking truth to 

power, even just modeling the behaviors we want 

faculty to adopt… We can't just wring our hands 

about the serials crisis any longer. If we want results, 

we need to put our market power and 

our praxis where our mouth is.”



Actively promote 

OA resources to 

students and faculty

http://library.concordia.ca/research/openaccess/ 

http://www.library.southernct.edu/openaccess.html



Help facilitate the creation of OA journals 

and institutional repositories

http://digitalcommons.mcmaster.ca/globallabour/



Celebrate Open Access Week 

http://www.openaccessweek.org/



Submit work to OA journals



Negotiate with vendors for full access to 

journals and databases for walk-in users 

ARTFL Project 

Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists 

BusinessWorks (CCH) 

Canadian Business Database 

Canadian Advertising Rates & Data (CARD) 

CANSIM 

CSA Standards 

DBRS (Dominon Bond Rating Service) 

EIU (Economist Intelligence Unit) 

E-STAT 

Global Market Information Database (GMID) 

LegalWorks (CCH) 

Mergent Online 

SciFinder Scholar 

Standard & Poor's Research Insight 

TaxWorks (CCH) 

TSX-CRMRC (TSX product) 

Wharton Research Data Services (WRDS) 

http://library.mcmaster.ca/collections-services/electronic-products-no-walk-in 



Cancel subscriptions to journals that 

cannot justify their high costs



Discussion

What is your personal/ professional 

approach to OA content? 

How should McMaster Libraries 

approach OA?



Allentown Art Museum:

http://www.renaissanceconnection.org/innovations_science.html 

Gideon Burton’s photostream:

http://www.flickr.com/photos/wakingtiger/ 

BioMed Central:

http://www.biomedcentral.com/openaccess/inquiry/myths/ 
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