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Youõre probably already 

familiar with WordPressé



OVERVIEW

ºWhat is WordPress?

ºWhoõs Using WordPress and Why?

- Library blogs 

- Library Content Management Systems (CMS)

ºDiscussion 



WHAT IS

WORDPRESS ?



THE EVOLUTION OF WORDPRESS

º The first release of Wordpress was rolled out May 

27 2003. 

º It looked the same as its predecessor, b2 \ cafelog. 

º In 2005, the 1.5 version took the first step toward 

becoming more than a blog. 

º In the world of open source, no program is

an island. 



WHAT IS WORDPRESS ?

º It's a templating system, which includes Widgets 

or Plug -ins

ºwww.wordpress.com vs www.wordpress.org

http://www.wordpress.com/
http://www.wordpress.org/


WWW .WORDPRESS .COM

WHAT IS WORDPRESS? Cont. 



WHAT IS WORDPRESS? Cont. 

WWW .WORDPRESS .ORG
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WHAT IS WORDPRESS? Cont. 



WHOõS USING

WORDPRESS & W HY ?
- Library Blogs

- Library Content Management Systems



LIBRARY BLOGS

WHOõS USING WORDPRESS TO BLOG?

ºProfessional 

engagement

ºPromotion of services

ºPromotion of self

ºNews and events

ºUser feedback

ºStaff training and 

communication

ºResearch help 

Librarians Libraries



WHY ARE THEY USING 

WORDPRESS TO BLOG?
º Free (includes 3 GB of 

file storage)

ºEasily create content

º Import from other 

blog publishers

ºGroup blogs

ºGlobal tag system

º Integrated stats 

system

ºAkismet - kills spam 

dead!

ºRuns on hundreds of 

servers

ºPrivacy options

ºSidebar widgets

Specific to wordpress.org:

ºBranding & ownership

ºCustomizable

ºPlugins

LIBRARY BLOGS Cont. 



LIBRARY BLOGS Cont. 

www.theweelibrarian.wordpress.com



LIBRARY BLOGS Cont. 

http://blended.blog.lib.mcmaster.ca



ADVANTAGES

ºWordPress.com offers a range of templates, its easy 

to create content, and it includes 3 GB of file storage.

ºWordPress.org allows ownership/ customization. 

ºSupports categories, tagging, privacy options, 

importing, group blogging, a variety of widgets, etc.  

ºActive community of developers, support

providers & contributors.  

LIBRARY BLOGS Cont. 



DISADVANTAGES

ºOther free blogging platforms allow more 

template editing options than does 

WordPress.com (e.g., Blogger).

ºWordPress.com can remove your blog at its 

discretion. 

ºWordPress.org requires server space and 

technical know -how. 

LIBRARY BLOGS Cont. 



WHOõS USING IT ?

º Small to mid -sized libraries ðboth academic and 

public

º Libraries that wish to maintain static or frequently 

updated blog -style websites or websites which are a 

combination of static and blog pages

Libraries using WordPress as a 

Content Management System



ACADEMIC

LIBRARY WITH A

STATIC WEBSITE

LIBRARIES & CMS Cont. 

http://library.millsaps.edu/



ACADEMIC LIBRARY WITH BLOG -LIKE WEBSITE

LIBRARIES & CMS Cont. 

http://library.millsaps.edu/

http://www.is.stir.ac.uk/



PUBLIC

LIBRARY WITH

STATIC

WEBSITE

LIBRARIES & CMS Cont. 

http://richmondlibrary.us/



PUBLIC LIBRARY

WITH BLOG

WEBSITE

LIBRARIES & CMS Cont. 

http://www.thetroylibrary.org/

http://www.thetroylibrary.org/

